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Picking Up Litter

Our Mission
The Coastal Environmental
Partnership’s mission is to
produce a cleaner, safer
and healthier environment
by providing, operating
and managing an economically and technically
sound municipal solid
waste management system for the citizens of Carteret, Craven and Pamlico
counties.

Coastal Environmental Partnership is working with our three member
counties to help clean up roadside litter in Carteret, Craven, and Pamlico Counties. This is a new initiative for CEP, but one that is much
needed for the region. The Authority Board has authorized funding for
removal of litter up to six times in the next year for most of the major
roadways in the counties. The first litter removal should occur later this
spring and continue every other month. Litter prevention and cleanup
will take a concerted effort of CEP, Carteret County, Craven County,
and Pamlico County, as well as local volunteer groups and NCDOT.
CEP anticipates over 250 miles of road to be picked up each time!
-Bobby Darden, Executive Director

Did you know…
•

The Coastal Regional
Solid Waste Management Authority, aka
The Coastal Environmental Partnership, is
28 years old?

•

Over the last 12
months Coastal Environmental
Partnership has seen
historic levels of
municipal
solid
waste (MSW) or
h o u s e hold garbage for
the region.
We
have received and
landfilled
approximately 170,000 tons
of MSW.

NC Litter Information
•

The minimum fine for a first offense of littering is $250 with maximum
fines going as high as $1000. Subsequent offenses can
bring community service requirements and fines of up to $2000.

•

As part of its litter removal efforts, N.C. Department of Transportation
crews, contractors and volunteers have now collected more than 3
million pounds of litter from roadsides this year.

•

Adopt-A-Highway has more than 120,000 participants across the
state — civic and community groups, including schools, religious,
professional and social organizations, as well as individuals and families.
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It’s in the bag.
The Coastal Environmental Partnership will now accept yard waste in paper bags. The paper bags
are compostable and can easily be added into our composting process. They can go through the
same process with our yard waste.
Along with the bags, we grind clean yard waste (leaves, limbs, etc.) for compost. No painted, pressure-treated or creosote wood is used. After grinding, the material is laid out in windrows and water
is added. As the windrows are tended the internal temperature of the windrows begins to increase
killing off weed seed and other undesirable matter. As the compost continues to decompose the
windrows are kept moist and turned weekly to keep the process going. When the internal temperature settles at 131 degrees for three consecutive days the compost is ready for the final step.
Finally, the material is screened through a machine known as a trammel screen. The trammel
screen separates small particles of yard waste from large particles. With openings only 5/8ths of an
inch in the screen, only very small particles are used for compost. The larger particles are sold as
mulch.
Compost is an organic amendment to improve the chemical, physical and biological properties of
soils. It is not normally considered a fertilizer as it is too low in nutrient content for all plant nutrient
needs. However, compost has many benefits for soil improvement and plant growth.

Benefits of compost and mulch:

•

Improved Drainage

•

Improved Aeration

•

Increases Water Holding
Capacity

•

Improves Plant Growth

•

Improves Some Nutrients

•

Decreased Runoff of Nutrients

•

Reduced Soil Compaction

TALKING TRASH

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events
The Coastal Environmental Partnership sponsors Household Hazardous Waste Collection events each
year in our three county service area.
April 10th

Carteret County
To be held at the Carteret County Health Dept.
3820 Bridges street Morehead City 8:00 - 1:00

May 15th

Pamlico County

To be held at the Pamlico County Courthouse
Bayboro 9:00 -1:00

Accepted items include: Latex and oil paints, used motor oil, farm pesticides, gasoline, drain openers,
paint thinners, cooking oil and antifreeze.
Items not accepted include: Commercial waste, gas cylinders, explosives, ammunition, or infectious,
biological and radioactive wastes.
State law forbids accepting materials from commercial sources.
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